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What is the “Walk Box?”
The Florida Volkssport Association (FVA) 
[Insert Club Name]
[Insert Address]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
[Club Website]


There is large, grey plastic file box that your employer has agreed to keep here at the PORT ORANGE YMCA.  It is normally located on the file cabinets behind the Information Desk and is labeled as “Happy Wanderers Walk Box.”

The box belongs to the Happy Wanderers – a (non-profit, 501c.) walking club based in Port Orange, FL.  We are a member club of the American Volkssporting Association (AVA), promoting non-competitive fitness activities that are open to the public.  We maintain several “year-round” walking routes that each has a Start Point like this one.  Some are at hotels, libraries, state parks or even convenience stores.  
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Our start points are part of a nationwide network of such events.  These locations are listed online on the club and AVA websites.  People will occasionally show up looking for “the walk box.”  If someone comes in and asks for the Walk Box or the Volksmarching Box they have come here to register and complete the walk route that starts and finishes HERE. FVA is the coordinating association of the American Volkssporting Association (AVA) in the state of Florida.  The purpose of the FVA is to:  

Promote a healthy lifestyle and physical fitness through participation in walking, biking, or swimming events. 

Promote the activities of the American Volkssport Association (AVA) and the International Volkssportverband (IVV), the international governing body

Encourage and support participation in walking/volkssport events. 

Walk Florida State Park Program 
The FVA manages the Walk Florida State Park Program (WFSP), providing a hiking experience for walkers and introduces them to natural Florida.  The trails provide a varied view of endangered ecosystems and are a great way to experience the real Florida. The walks are permanent (year-round) trails accessible at each park’s entrance or park office.  For 2015, sanctioned events are available in 4 Florida state parks:
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Blue Springs State Park – Route Point of Contact:  Bill Ellis, 386.960.7511
Hontoon Island State Park – Route Point of Contact:  John McClellan,  386.256.2160
Oscar Scherer State Park – Route Point of Contact:  Bev MacNeill, 239.368.1673
Wekiwa Springs State Park – Route Point of Contact:  Bill Woolgar, 407.696.4367

What our Walkers will Do do at your Park
[image: ]The wWalkers will need access to this box for few minutes – usually before starting the walk. The box contains a Registration Log to sign, maps of the route, self-addressed envelopes for the walkers to send their Start Cards and Registration Fee to us [NOTE:  there is NO $cash money$ kept in this box] and a rubber Stamp – used by those walkers that participate in AVA Achievement awards for events and distance.  The box may also contain additional information on the area, flyers about upcoming events and membership applications for our club.

Our process is conducted on an “honor system” so many walkers stamp their books before actually walking. may arrive at your park from one of Florida’s 8 Volkssport clubs, or from any of the ~270 clubs across America.  They may be alone, a family, or in small groups holding a guided walk.  A club scheduling a Group Walk may contact you to request a guided tour by a park Ranger.  

The first thing our walkers will look for is the “walk box” located at your entrance booth or park office area.  This is a plastic file box usually marked with an AVA or FVA logo and containing the Registration Log, Maps, and Ink Stamp for those walkers that participate in AVA Achievement awards for events and distance.   

Once registered, our walkers will head out to to the Start Point indicated on their trail map (Flip over this sheet for your Park’s FVA Trail Map) and begin their walk.   They might or might not return afterwards.  We do encourage our walkers to patronize your business!Any park advisories such current trail conditions, water points, bathroom locations or emergency contact #s for hikers are very helpful. 

The assigned Point-of-Contact (POC) in our club for this Walk Box is:  

[POC Name], [Phone Number], [Email]

Please contact this POC if there are any issues with our box.  You should see the assigned POC for this walkyour park at least once every 3 months.  The POC will maintain the materials in the box and make sure they are up-to-date.  /quarter.  Let them know of any issues. Once in a while, we may coordinate a group of walkers to all start together.  If need be, wWe’ll let you know if we plan a Group Event of 25 or more participants.  Please assist us by adding our POCs to your regular e-mail list. Also let us know if there will be future changes to the trails, or if weather or environmental conditions (such as flooding or fires) will interfere with a walk route. 


Questions or Comments?  
Contact first the POC above; or  and then [President or any other POC]  bevmneill@aol.com
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